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Bicycle Friendly, Community

Population: 112,188

Square Miles (land): 42

Location:

MOST SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENT

Cary wrote, directed and produced a bicycle education video in English and Span-
ish on bicycle facilities, rules of the road, and bicycle safety tips. The video airs
regularly on Cary's television channel and is available online and in libraries, bike
shops and classrooms across town.

HIGHLIGHTS

Citizen and municipal support for bicycling was highlighted when Cary was cho-
sen as the host city for the road cycling events of the 1999 Special Olympics World
Games. Cary boasts five thriving bicycle shops and several bicycle clubs. The town
also holds an annual Cary Cycling Celebration featuring beginner and advanced
bike rides, a bicycle rodeo for children, bicycle education and registration booths,
displays and maintenance workshops by local bike shops.

Cary’s Comprehensive Transportation Plan and Engineering Guidelines stipulate
that all new development provide facilities for bicycle traffic along all collec-
tor and thoroughfare level roads in the form of striped bicycle lanes or 14" wide

outside lanes. Particular emphasis is placed on connecting residential areas to
schools, recreation areas, and activity centers. The town is also in the process of
adopting an updated bicycle-parking ordinance requiring all new development
to provide bicycle-parking facilities based on a ratio of automobile parking. Cary
is installing 100 new bicycle parking spaces to retrofit existing sites with bicycle
racks. Cary currently has approximately 15 miles of striped bicycle lanes and 30
miles of signed bicycle routes.

Cary is also implementing land use plans that will concentrate new growth into
pedestrian and bike-oriented activity centers. The Northwest Cary Area Plan cre-
ates a sophisticated greenway and multi-use path system, enabling people to walk,
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jog, or bike to any location in the area without being on a road. Almost every home
and place of employment lies within a half-mile of a greenway, and within a three-
to-six mile bicycle ride of every employer in the Research Triangle Park. The
planned concentration of jobs and housing in the Northwest Area will also help to
reduce regional sprawl and encourage and support transit use.
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